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From The Superintendent 
At Hanover Community School Corporation, the beginning of the school year is filled with excitement 
and anticipation.  This year was no different.  The students and staff hit the ground running, as if the 
summer was a distant memory.  This remains one of the joys at the start of each school year.   
I am constantly  reminded in my interactions with staff and students of their many accomplishments, 
their dedication to learning and their desire to strive for new heights.  I am incredibly grateful for the 
parents and community members who support our students, our schools and public education. 
Our goal at Hanover is to assess what we are providing our kids and to constantly seek to improve.  
Difficult decisions have to be made in order to make those opportunities possible.  This past spring, the 
community supported the passing of a referendum.  Albeit a difficult decision, the community sup-
ported this effort with a resounding yes. 
Discussion has already ensued as to how this money will be allocated.  The money will be utilized in 
four ways: 
1. Increased compensation for Hanover employees so that exceptional staff can continue to be attracted and retained equipping our kids to 

achieve even greater successes. 
2. To meet staffing and programming needs so that more courses are offered that are STEM specific (Science, Technology, Engineering and 

Math), as this continues to be an ever increasing need in the 21st century. 
3. A portion of the money is intended to cover the current deficit that is a result of less money being received at the state and federal levels. 
4. A portion of the money will be set aside to ensure our protection moving into the future in case of unanticipated financial challenges.   
I would like to express my sincerest gratitude for your support and your heartfelt “yes” on behalf of our kids’ education.  Additionally, I welcome 
any input you may have in regard to how money may be allocated to advance student achievement.  I would encourage you to reach out to 
your child’s building principal or to emailme directly with your suggestions at ttaylor@hanover.k12.in.us. 
It is only together that we make a difference and help every child within Hanover Schools reach their potential. 
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We are pleased to bring you this first of four newsletters planned for the 2015-2016 school year.  We have made a commitment to the 
community to keep you informed about how we educate children and shine a light on their accomplishments.  Since early March we 
have introduced new and timely methods of sharing information.  In addition to these newsletters, you can find daily updates on our 
Corporation Facebook page at Hanover Community Schools and full length feature stories on our website, hanover.k12.in.us and in lo-
cal print media.  Welcome to the Hanover Community Schools!  

The excitement at Hanover Central High School began in mid-July when the new tennis court complex was 
dedicated and opened to students and the public.  This monumental undertaking will serve our students and 
the Hanover community for many years to come.  Just days into the new school year, a second dedication was 
held to rename the softball field at HCHS in honor of Coach Larry McMillen, who retired after developing the 
softball program at HCHS and leading his teams to 9 PCC Team Championships, 2 GSSC Conference Champion-
ships, 9 Sectional Championships, 5 Regional Championships, 1 Semi-State Championship and 1 State Champi-
onship.   
“The Pride,” Hanover Central High School’s marching band debuted in their first full year with new uniforms 
provided by the Hanover Central Band Boosters.  The Pride competed in three competitions, surpassing all 
expectations by winning silver at all three.   
Homecoming week included all the pomp and circumstance expected along with the return to Hanover of 
former student Kathleen (Shaw) Umlach who impacted the entire student body with her moving lesson about 
making the right choices.  Decorated hallways from ‘Around The World,’ spirit games, a parade, the crowning 
of Olivia and Graham Umlauf as King and Queen, and a commanding football victory over the South Central 
Satellites made the week picture perfect.    
As October continued, so did the amazing efforts of many academic and extra-curricular programs.  The HCHS 

Choir presented their first concert under the leadership of new director Christine Santaguida, the HCHS Student Council hosted a candidate 
forum featuring all of the candidates on the upcoming Nov. 3rd ballot, the Spell Bowl Team placed third in their first outing in Kouts, and the 
Hanover Central Athletic Boosters once again scared the pants off hundreds of visitors at the ‘Haunted Halls of Hanover.’ 
HCHS students continue to shine a light on a very bright future with leaders stepping forward to acknowledge future possibilities. Seniors 
Lisa Gac, Alexandra Glidewell and Carley Siems are three bright lights that stepped forward this fall and committed to attending and playing 
basketball at IUN.  All seniors got a taste of what lies ahead with a senior class trip to IUN.  We are proud of our students and know they will 
continue to shine all year long.   

The velvet voices of seniors,  

Althea McWilliams and  

Chris Zurisk, made  

announcements during 

Homecoming week.   

http://www.hanover.k12.in.us/Domain/482


Both Hanover elementary schools have enjoyed a fabulous fall.  Before school even began, a team of 
teachers, staff members and volunteers completed a library revitalization project that removed 864 
outdated books from the Jane Ball library and added some much needed work space for both teach-
ers and students.  A second team of staff members, led by veteran teacher Bea Cak, introduced a 
complete change to the climate and culture of the common areas at Jane Ball.  As school began at 
Lincoln, a community open house was held to celebrate the opening of a new state-of-the art play-
ground at the school.  The playground incorporated some of the items on the students’ wish list and 
has met with resounding approval by those who needed it the most, our students.   
Both schools continue to receive community support including multiple grant awards, donations by 
Strack & Van Til, and a collaborative effort between the Cedar Lake Fire Department and Ed’s Bike 
Shop that gave a total of 8 students new bikes during Fire Prevention Week.   
A strong academic start to the school year at Jane Ball and 
Lincoln included participation in the new STAR 360 assess-
ment testing, Time Out For Reading and creative concepts 
introduced at the classroom level.  At Jane Ball, Mrs. Van-
Meter’s fifth grade students learned new, effective and 
safe ways to utilize the Lake County Public Library online 
databases to do research for their annual Wax Museum 

with the help of Cedar Lake Branch Manager Linda Johnson, while fifth grade science classes at 
Lincoln were introduced to a new STEM program courtesy of the Chicago Blackhawks and the 
National Hockey League.  Social education and anti-bullying assemblies were hosted at both 
schools by School Resource Officer Lane Linder.   Both schools also celebrated a fun-filled Red 
Ribbon Week with heroes and hats and crazy hair and other daily reminders to remain drug free! 
It hasn’t been all work and no play for Jane Ball and Lincoln students, however.  First graders at 
both schools took a trip to County Line Orchard.  The PTO’s at both schools have provided fun 
with the first Friday Night Live event at Jane Ball attended by more than 235 students,  and the 
Lincoln PTO sponsored a Mother/Son Night Out and a Father/Daughter Night Out at Zig-E’s 
Funland.  Third graders at Jane Ball are showing their empathy toward those in need with a 
“Soctober” event, collecting warm socks, clothing and household items for the Hanover Town-
ship Trustee’s Office.  Students in all grade levels at Lincoln get a chance every Friday to report 
on current activities through Facebook videos with Principal Melissa Walley, while second and 
fifth graders at Jane Ball have teamed up to use technology to learn all about sharks...Whew, the work and experiences continue for stu-
dents at Jane Ball and Lincoln Elementary Schools and we can hardly wait to see what happens next! 
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Great teachers and great students 
abound at Lincoln Elementary.  
Here are two great examples, 

teacher Jenny Wagner and student  
Rylee Howard. 

Hanover Central Middle School led an extremely responsive social media program at the end of the summer to 
prepare students and parents for seven changes in Middle School programs and policies.  Everything  from aca-
demic focus classes, to locker changes, to a new, school-wide behavior monitoring and incentive program 
(PBIS), was introduced through consistent and informative Facebook posts by Principal Tony Hiatt.  Just three 
days into the school year, a “Let’s Get This Party Started,” assembly and dance showed off the moves of staff 
and students alike. 
In mid-September, academic excellence and behavior earned students the right to be designated “Student of 

the Week,” with social media bio posts available on the more than two dozen 
students recognized so far, as well as the PTSO hosting an anti-bullying assem-
bly featuring a nationally recognized presentation by “Angels & Doves.” 
Athletic success has become the norm at the Middle School with the 7th and 8th 
grade girls’ volleyball teams leading the way by earning two second place fin-
ishes at invitationals and winning the GSSC Championships.  Music and art are 
an important part of Middle School life and the ‘Time Machine Adventure,’ 
choir concert and art show delighted those who attended and had the oppor-
tunity to relive memories of their own youth. 
While the entire school participated in STAR 360 testing, the 8th graders have 
been particularly busy with PSAT testing and their annual trip to Washington, D.C.  The Middle School stu-
dents closed out October by celebrating Red Ribbon Week and Halloween with a dance that included great 
costumes and an appearance by Indiana Jones, who bore a strong resemblance to a certain Middle School 
Principal!  
It promises to be an exciting and busy year at Hanover Central Middle School.  Be sure to ‘like’ the Hanover 

Central  Middle School Facebook page for the latest updates and weekly posts. 
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